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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to Application filed on 3/7/02 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-28 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 07 March 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

(a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

6. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-28 are present for examination. 

Claims 1-28 are allowable over prior arts of record. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest a flash memory having at least one 
persistent projection bit (PPB) and at least one dynamic protection bit (DPB) for 
preventing any modification to the memory sectors as recited in claim 1. Particularly, the 
closest reference is Lee et al (5,930,826) and Chuang et al (6,031,757), although also 
suggests the use of protection bit stored in a non-volatile source, fails to suggest two 
distinct types or uses of protection bits as the applicant claimed: "dynamic" and 
"persistent" for two types of protection mode. Further, as seen in claim 20, these prior 
arts also fail to suggest or disclose method of protecting said flash memory against 
alterations using these two types of protection bits. Thus, all the claims 1-28 are 
allowable over prior arts of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Viet Q Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4897. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-6. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (703) 308-7724 for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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